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Few occupations radiate the glamour and seduction of thdisgc-.. to pursue your life’s dream. An entrepreneur is a persc
cessful entrepreneur. While the company executive is oft-viewife.”
as the button-down conformist, the entrepreneur is the haloedThis mythic representation of entrepreneurship is two-part
maverick: the creative, strategic genius who spotted an oppbune and two-part deterrent for those considering taking the
nity and had the energy, guts and brainpower to strike odeap. We interviewed a group of RSM alumni who have gone o
their own and turn it into reality. to pursue successful ventures after leaving RSM about the rea
Its an image frequently maintained and fuelled (conwdrentrepreneurship: what they've achieved, how they achiev
iently but also sincerely) by the crowd-rousing rhetoric of thpsed what it demanded. With entrepreneurship coming in
who've done it. As infamous Dutch entrepreneur, Jan Baansputsany different flavours, from consultants and freelancers 1
it: “You need to have that attitude: the attitude that sometiomespany directors, their stories portray a range of diverse qua
you will give up your holiday, give up your wealth, give up yi@srthat, in their words, paved the way for their success.
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9ecfWdo \ekdZ[&dZcZjgh >Wi _j fW_ZKEYWb bdbZci# > ]VKZ i]1Z WZhi
O[Whi Wi Wd [djh[HiZkiZkhoO ZkZg IVci# 11Z eVhi hZkZc nZVgh ]VkZ WZ:

IdWfire] XHEOQW~g aVjcX]ZY ZYjXVirdc¥meZ'®zZaegZa\[ hZza["Y~ hXdkZgn VcY eZgh
VcY hd[ilVgZ edgiVa XdbeVcn >legZcZj@h]1ij' %% kbEd] [VIAKIY2E\ VcY ~cl[ajZcX"c
1"h eVgiczZg "ckZhiZY & %!% %% Zjgdh# 1§¥ W jKjadpgB# éhiphgahc Vh V XdbeVcn \Zih
dkZg &% b”aa~dc Zjgdh! Zbeadnh &'% eBd@azZW VW ot dVhzdh[dXZihvn! i]~gin hiV[[ i].
Ac ilZakzZ XdjcighZh# hivgi id eaVn Vc "bedgiVci gdaZ#

M7o ijWhj oekh emd K&g d¢NiBc V igV~cBE\ Wel_&kKB8 Y "czZzZ"_Zg gzZVXi~dch "~c V
YZkZadebZci gdaZ [dg V bjai*cVi*rdcVaiXdd/eMEZgZ>|"ggZaVeW/h XX di]l]Zg YVn idbdggdl#
i1Z bdYZa XdjaY WZ "begdkzZY# > |VcizY7ich c[[Bp VelY[ni(VwH@r o WZWVY > |~aa ad\ b
Vecnl]ZgZ azvVgec~c\ ZmeZgnrZcXZ i]Vi jhZ&*PHpVeBY% Bo A g HaiZ2 k #

Z"azZVgc”c\ VcY \Vb~c\ iZzX]cdad\n# >em Z_Z oekh HIC Z[]h[[ “"[bf oek WY~_[I[
MAWj Z_Z _j jWal je ][] e\Kj"h["preetk@d g5V ehidiVh i]Z bdhi ~c[ajZci*Va aZVgc~c\ eZg”
eZghzkzgVecXzZ0 XgzZVi*k”in0 dlcZgh]re#idhiwgire\\ddergBc\Zgg'h #
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When we asked each of our alumni entrepreneurs which book every entrepreneur sl
read, their responses were diverse — as was to be expected. What was unexpect
some of their choices. Veering from the purely practical to the sublimely spiritual, €
of the books provided something special — from inspiration to entertainment —

to those we interviewed.

whether through delays, mistakes, or
inconveniences. People are tired of
H[{Yecc[dZ[Z Xo :[h[a Heeiwaiting around for service. They fell
ClY87 Whbkcdki head over heels for the fast-food, drive*
Excerpt: “The good-to-great leadettsrough lifestyle long ago. Now theyi[Yecc[dZ[Z Xo CWh_W IWd Z[I
did not pursue an expedient ‘try a Ifind even that's too sleepy. Today's cusf_"Z[d FJE WbkcdW
of people and keep who works’ modemers demand operations that are diixcerpt: “Self-power, on the other
of management. Instead, they adoptedrne, on-line, and real-time. ‘Soon’ i®nd, is permanent, because it is based
the following approach: ‘Let's take theot the answer they want to hear when the knowledge of the Self. And

time to make rigorous A+ selectiotisey ask ‘When?’.” there are certain characteristics of self-
right up front. If we get it right, we’ll do power. It draws people to you, and it
everything we can to try to keep them also draws things that you want to you.
on board for a long time. If we make a It ‘magnetises people, situations, and
mistake, then we’ll confront that fact so circumstances to support your desires.
that we can get on with our work anti[Yecc[dZ[Z Xo This is also called support from the laws
they can get on with their lives.” L_dY[dj Aekm[d~el[d F~: Wb katddei It is the support of divinity;

Excerpt: “It was a sunburst of sounil,is the support that comes from being
breaking out of hiding and spreadirig the state of grace. Your power is such
oper It had the freedom of release ahdt you enjoy a bond with people, and
the tension of purpose. It swept spgueople enjoy a bond with you.”
clean, and left nothing but the joy of an
H[{Yecc[dZ[Z Xo lka”X_h @unobsgtimcted effort. Only a faint echo
C8? Whbkcdki within the sounds spoke of that from
Excerpt: “A decade’s worth of technaesich the music had escaped, but spakéYecc[dZ[Z Xo 8Wi L[h*Whj
logical advances have repriced the vatdaughing astonishment at the discov€E Y87 Wbkcdki
of time and, in turn, reset customersty that there was no ugliness or pditxcerpt: “The word enlightenment
expectations. Customers now penalisel there never had had to be. It weanjures up the idea of some super-hu-
suppliers that infringe on their timethe song of an immense deliverance.tnan accomplishment, and the ego likes
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to keep it that way, but it is simply youtictates whether you are living life biuse the Xerox machine because I'm in
natural state of felt oneness with Beittife is living you. Attitude determinea rush?’ The effectiveness of this request:
It is a state of connectedness with somé&ether you are on the way or in plus-reason was nearly total.”

thing immeasurable and indestructiblde way.”

something that, almost paradoxically, is

essentially you and yet is much greater

than you. It is finding your true nature

beyond name and form.” H[¥&cc[dZ[Z Xo DWdAZW
IYA _bf[heehj CIY87 WbkcdW

H[¥ecc[dZ[Z Xo <hWda |IW &Excerpt: “They say that a dying man re-
Ehcéedizj ;C87 Wbkcdki views his life in the final seconds before
Excerpt: “A well-known principle of huhis death. In my case this was not true.
H[{Yecc[dZ[Z Xo |I_c[d IY~_mah behaviour says that when we @skwe had hurtled down toward becom-
ClY87 Whkcdki someone to do us a favour we will be morg a fireball on the Atlas Mountains
Excerpt: “For me, attitude can be dsuccessful if we provide a reason. Peapt | thought that we were going to
fined in one word: life. The attitudesimply like to have reasons for what trdig, all | could think of was that if | es-
that you carry around makes an incradb. [Harvard social psychologist Ellecdped with my life, | would never do
ible difference in your life. It can be laanger demonstrated this unsurprisitigis again.®
powerful tool for positive action. Or ifact by asking a small favour of people
can be a poison that cripples your abilaiting in line to use a library copy ma-
ity to fulfil your potential. Your attitudechine: ‘Excuse me, | have five pages. May
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